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TOGA BOARD MEETING: WHERE TAXES AND ATTORNEYS COLLIDE – At the third 
quarter board and membership meeting on Thursday, August 21, special guests Sen. 
Ken Yager, Rep. Kelly Keisling and Rep. John Mark Windle joined TOGA to discuss 
industry developments. On the agenda was the mineral property tax issue that has been 
plaguing the industry for the past several years.  

Sen. Yager suggested, and the Board agreed, that TOGA request an opinion from the 
State Attorney General (AG) on the underlying legality of the tax. TOGA is currently 
working to craft the question to present the AG.  

The timing of the request potentially could be beneficial for TOGA, depending on who the 
State Supreme Court appoints to the job. The new AG is expected to be announced on 
September 15. As of now, six candidates are still in the running, including current AG 
Bob Cooper. Three Republican candidates have been mentioned as strong contenders.  

• State Sen. Doug Overbey, who is a moderate Republican and a well-respected 
legislator.  

• Herbert Slatery, counsel to Gov. Bill Haslam since 2011. Many insiders believe 
Slatery would be a good AG, but that the Governor’s office would struggle without 
his leadership.   

• Bill Young, Tennessee Administrative Office of the Courts, may be the surprise 
sleeper in the race. Young has a tremendous amount of experience, including 
previous service as the solicitor general for the Tennessee attorney general’s 
office, and apparently is acutely politically aware.  

MILLER ENERGY ANNOUNCES LEADERSHIP CHANGE – In a September 15 press 
release, Miller Energy announced that Deloy Miller will retire as Chairman of the Board 
and resign as a director. Mr. Miller will be replaced on the Board by A. Haag Sherman 
who co-founded and served as the CEO for Salient Partners, an approximately $17 
billion asset management firm. 

"Deloy not only founded Miller but has been instrumental in growing the Company and 
positioning it for its next phase," said CEO Scott Boruff. "We thank him for his long-time 
service and are thrilled he'll continue to remain involved with the Company as a 
consultant and advisor.” 

The company also reported additional Board and management changes, a drilling update 
and the intent to purchase the Alaskan operating assets of Buccaneer Energy. A full 
report can be seen at the link above.  

http://ir.millerenergyresources.com/releasedetail.cfm?ReleaseID=870709
http://ir.millerenergyresources.com/releasedetail.cfm?ReleaseID=870709


MAKING SPIRITS BRIGHT! CHRISTMAS PARTY REGISTRATION OPEN – Fall 
football has kicked off, so you know that Christmas is just around the corner. Make your 
holidays merry by joining TOGA for our annual Christmas Party, Sat., Dec., 6, 2014 at 
the RT Lodge in Maryville, TN. And spread the cheer by becoming a sponsor!  
Find out all you need to know about registration fees, sponsorship opportunities, 
directions and more on the TOGA website. See you soon!  
 
EIA REPORTS ON OIL TRANSPORTATION AND STORAGE – This month the Energy 
Information Administration released some interesting reports about oil transportation and 
storage.  
 
Rail deliveries of U.S. oil continue to increase in 2014 
The amount of crude oil and refined petroleum products moved by U.S. railroads 
increased 9% during the first seven months of this year compared with the same period 
in 2013. In July, monthly average carloadings of oil and petroleum products were near 
16,000 carloads per week, according to the Association of American Railroads. The 
increase in oil volumes transported by rail reflects rising U.S. crude oil production, which 
reached an estimated 8.5 million barrels per day in June for the first time since July 1986. 
See graph and read more... 
 
Natural gas storage deficit to five-year average continues to narrow 
Storage injections have continued to outpace the five-year (2009-13) average this 
summer, with inventories as of September 5 at 2,801 billion cubic feet, according to data 
from the Weekly Natural Gas Storage Report. The winter of 2013-14 led to a large 
drawdown in inventories, with stocks ending March 2014 almost 1 trillion cubic feet lower 
than the five-year average and at their lowest end-March level since 2003. Relatively 
higher weekly net injections into storage reduced that deficit to 463 Bcf as of September 
5. See graph and read more... 
 
HELP WANTED - Oil & Gas Leasing and Management firm, located in Franklin, TN, 
seeking office/administrative help. Oil, Gas, Leasing background helpful. Call 615-771-
6003 
 
LOOKING FOR WORK OPPORTUNITIES – Mr. Matt Wilson sent the follow letter to 
TOGA in hopes of finding new employment opportunities. If you are interested, you can 
contact Matt at 361-249-8945/ cnmwilson@gmail.com/115 Trenton Ln., Hendersonville, 
TN 37075.  
 
I have a bachelor’s degree in General Biology and a minor in computer science. I have 
nearly 5 years’ experience in the offshore oil and gas industry as a navigator on board 
seismic survey vessels. My most recent position was as a Chief Navigator/Navigation 
Administrator. I have gained a lot of experience with rebuilding PC's, camera systems, 
and GPS servers. I have also gained knowledge in electrical wiring (RJ11 and RJ45) by 
setting up satellite phone lines for the entire vessel and the whole network. I have an 
extensive background in laboratory work as well gained throughout my college career 
and my work as a lab assistant. I am willing to drive 2 hours from my current location. My 
reasoning for trying to find a job on land is due to being away from my family for 5 weeks 
at a time while working offshore.  
 

http://www.tennoil.com/toga-christmas-party/
http://www.eia.gov/todayinenergy/detail.cfm?id=17751&src=email
http://www.eia.gov/todayinenergy/detail.cfm?id=17951&src=email
mailto:cnmwilson@gmail.com


MONTHLY DRILLING PERMITS – The monthly reports for new drilling permits for the 
states of Tennessee and Kentucky can now be found as PDFs in the members’ only 
section of TOGA’s website.  

http://www.tennoil.com/drilling-permits
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