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TDEC TO PROPOSE NEW REGULATIONS – In response to the various issues that have 

surfaced recently, TDEC is in the beginning stages of proposing new regulations for tank 

battery setbacks and landowner well bonds.  

100’ SETBACK ISSUES – After their aggressive effort to enforce the 100’ setback for tank 

batteries, TDEC is adopting a compromise position in the regulatory rewrite. Mike Burton 

of TDEC said that he is planning to propose a 50’ setback for all new tanks and will 

grandfather in all existing tanks, granted that trucks can pull entirely off of the road for 

pickups. Part of the Department’s rationale in decreasing the setbacks is based on a 

review of other states’ regulations, which in general were much more lenient than 100’.  

LANDOWNER WELL BONDS – In line with what Burton told TOGA members at the 2017 

convention, TDEC is proposing to increase landowner plugging bonds from $500 to 

$1,500. However, landowners will no longer be required to post the $1,000 reclamation 

bond, which essentially makes the plugging bond increase a wash. All existing landowner 

wells will be grandfathered in at their current bonding amounts.  

NEXT STEPS – Changing rules and regulations is a complicated procedure that will take 

several months and encompass many steps. Assuming that TDEC meets their stated 

November deadline for draft language, the Water Quality Control, Oil and Gas Board 

could give their approval for the Department to start the rulemaking as early as 

December. Public notification and hearings would follow within 50 days of filling the notice 

of rulemaking with the Secretary of State. TDEC would then respond to comments 

received, send the rules to the Attorney General, followed by review from the Secretary of 

State and then finally to the Government Operations Committee in the legislature for 

ultimate approval. Based on these necessary steps, TOGA is estimating that the rules will 

probably go into effect sometime in May or June 2018 although the timing is subject to 

change.  

Once draft language is available, TOGA will engage in a thorough review with 

membership to ensure that the changes reflect a workable and reasonable solution to the 

issues.  



OIL SEEP IN DEKALB COUNTY- Knioaak (Niota) Hickman is building a home on five 

acres in Dekalb County. Workmen digging the foundation noted oil seeping from the 

ground they uncovered. The land is near the town of Liberty. She is interested in someone 

contacting her who might be interested in "digging into it a bit more." She can be reached 

at 615-684-4165. 

TOGA OFFICE RELOCATION – As of the end of September, TOGA has closed our 

Brentwood office and will now work exclusively out of Knoxville. Please update your 

records to reflect the change in address and phone number.  

Tennessee Oil & Gas Association 

12227 S. Fox Den Drive 

Knoxville, TN 37934 

865-671-7733 

Our email address will remain the same - tnoilandgas@gmail.com.  

We would also like to take this opportunity to thank Teresa Bryant for all of her help and 

hard work over the years. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Chuck 

Laine at 865-705-3094 or Roxanne Reiley at 865-696-8806.  

SEVERANCE TAX REALLOCATION – As part of TOGA’s push to pass legislation for the 

reallocation of oil and gas severance tax monies to the county, we are happy to report that 

the Scott County Commission has passed a resolution in support of the measure. The 

resolution passed 10-0 on September 18 and got a front page write-up in the Oneida 

Independent Herald.  

The association is continuing to work with other affected counties to solicit their support 

for the legislation as well.  

MONTHLY DRILLING PERMITS – The monthly reports for new drilling permits for the 

states of Tennessee and Kentucky can now be found as PDFs in the members’ only 

section of the TOGA website. This year’s password is Produce2017.  
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