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HOLIDAY HOMECOMING PARTY! – 

REGISTRATION NOW OPEN! 

TOGA is excited to host the 2018 Holiday 

Homecoming Party bringing together new 

and old friends to celebrate the holiday 

season and Tennessee’s Oil & Gas 

industry.  

The party will be at hosted at the beautiful 

new Chesapeake’s Seafood in West 

Knoxville with decadent food, lavish 

décor and great company! Located just minutes from the shops and hotels of Turkey 

Creek, Chesapeake’s will be the perfect way to kick off the 2018 holiday season and 

celebrate another great year at TOGA.  

Registration and event details are available now on the TOGA website, so sign up today! 

Want to sponsor? Call Chuck Laine at 865-705-3094 for opportunities.  

TDEC FINALLY APPROVES REGS – More than 17 months after their announcement, 

TDEC finally took their proposed oil and gas regulations to the Water Quality, Oil & Gas 

Board for approval. At the Board’s semi-annual public meeting on Oct. 16, Mike Burton 

presented the rule package that decreases tank battery setbacks to 50’ and increases the 

plugging bond for landowner wells. Burton only received one question from Board 

member Judy Manners, who represents the Department of Health, regarding what 

outreach the Department had made to safety groups, like the Department of 

Transportation, regarding the decreased setback. Burton responded that no formal 

coordination is required and that the Division received no comments from any safety or 

transportation groups supporting or opposing the changes. With that, the Board took a 

vote and the regulations were approved unanimously.  

From here, the regulations will go to the Secretary of State’s office for final review. Once 

that is complete, the Joint Government Operations Committee will cast the final vote for 

http://www.tennoil.com/2017-christmas-party-registration/


approval or disapproval, although there seems to be little doubt the regulations will be 

authorized.  

The relative ease of passing these regulations was highlighted by the regulatory changes 

the Board took up immediately following their vote on oil and gas. Debate on the Triennial 

Review and Aquatic Resources Alteration Permit regulations lasted nearly seven hours! 

Environmental groups, led by the Harpeth River Watershed Association, Sierra Club and 

the Tennessee Environmental Council, strongly objected to TDEC’s proposals to revamp 

certain elements of the water quality regulations. Board members also spent quite a bit of 

time questioning TDEC staff on proposals large and small. Ultimately, the Board passed 

the rules by an 8-2 margin. But before they signed off on the regulations as drafted, 

members disapproved a proposal by Board member Jill Davis, representing 

municipalities, to amend language relative to nutrient criteria. It was contentious.  

MEMBER UPDATE – TOGA is excited to report that members Anne Byrd and Bill Ray are 

both doing well after their recent health struggles.  

Bill has been cancer free for a year. He has gained some weight, now up to 133 lbs., but 

still has a bit more to go. A section of his tongue was paralyzed by the treatment, so he 

may not be able to pronounce some words. He only needs to see the doctor once a year 

from now on. 

Anne's breast cancer is in remission. The lumps have been reduced to the point they 

cannot be measured. Her weight has stabilized. She is back to working noon to five and 

Bill is back to shouting orders.  

IN THE NEWS –  

Green Groups Carry Out Russia’s Bidding in Fracking Fight – It’s long been known that 

Russia is financing environmental groups’ fight against fracking, but now the Washington 

Examiner has uncovered a Ruski–based operative right here in Tennessee.  

UT fracking study to break new ground, may lead to antibiotic-resistant microbes – The 

Knoxville News Sentinel recently profiled a UT professor participating in a study to 

investigate how fracking fluids may or may not affect antibiotic resistance in aquatic and 

human life. Although the study is based in Pennsylvania and focuses on wastewater, 

watch out for Tennessee-based environmental groups to use this against the state’s 

industry. 

MONTHLY DRILLING PERMITS – The monthly reports for new drilling permits for the 

states of Tennessee and Kentucky can now be found as PDFs in the members’ only 

section of the TOGA website. This year’s password is Hydrocarbon2018.  

https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/opinion/us-green-groups-carry-out-russias-bidding-in-fracking-fight
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=https://www.knoxnews.com/story/news/2018/10/16/ut-study-how-does-fracking-affect-east-tennessees-water-supply/1646383002/&ct=ga&cd=CAEYACoUMTI1NTM4NzgxMDQ0OTYxODY1NjEyGjUyMWE4MGE1MDEwNDQxN2I6Y29tOmVuOlVT&usg=AFQjCNETa6HomYAuD9Mw9c0Mfxg_-frSFg


 


