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TOGA CONVENTION CONCLUDES – 

Despite a power outage and a prowling 

bear, the 48th Annual TOGA Convention 

was a rousing success! We’d like to thank 

everyone that attended for your continued 

support and extend special appreciation 

to this year’s sponsors: 

 Hornet Corporation 

 Waller, Lansden, Dortch & Davis 

 Aqua-Clear 

 Bill Ray Oil Producers 

 Cougar Dome, LLC 

 Tanasi Oil  

 Tennessee Rotary Drilling 

 Washburn Geologic Services 

 

 

TOGA’s Board of Directors. Back: Gary Bible, Larry 

Leibowitz, Alan Murrell, Jim Washburn 

Front: Jerry Carr, Anne Byrd, Bill Ray, Chuck Laine 

Retirement Recognitions – TOGA was delighted to be able to recognize the distinguished 

careers of both Mike Burton, TDEC Oil and Gas Supervisor, and Dr. Bob Hatcher, 

University of Tennessee Professor, during this year’s luncheon. We wish them both the 

best as they embark on this new stage of life. 

  



Technical Presentations – From electricity markets and the New Green Deal, to finding 

new ways to use old data, this year’s technical lineup featured a diverse group of topics 

and speakers. In case you missed this year’s convention or want to refer to the 

information presented, all of the presentations are posted online on the TOGA 

Convention page. 

TDEC SUPERVISOR JOB HITS SPEEDBUMP – As Mike Burton prepares to retire, the 

question of who will replace him remains open due to a series of hiccups with the job 

posting. Until a permanent replacement is hired, Glenn Burke will be named Interim 

Supervisor and have authority to carry out the duties and responsibilities related to the 

program. TDEC assures TOGA that there will be no disruptions in service during this time. 

Bureaucracy in Overdrive - Bryan Epperson, who oversees the Oil & Gas Program, 

reported during the Convention that the Department would begin accepting applications 

on Wednesday, May 15, and that he expected to have a candidate identified within a 

week. However, when the job posting appeared online, it was severely flawed. For 

starters, Epperson has decided to move the Supervisors position from Nashville to 

Knoxville in order to bring the position closer to the oilfields, but the change in location 

was not reflected. Additionally, the job description that posted was for a position in 

TDEC’s Radiological Health division. When the problems were discovered, the posting 

was taken down, but has yet to be reposted due to the bureaucracy surrounding the 

change in location. Epperson told TOGA that he expects the job to be reposted during the 

first week of June.  

FORMER TOGA PRES NOW TOP LAWYER AT DOE – On April 30, the United States 

Senate voted 68-31 to confirm Bill Cooper, a former TOGA President, as the general 

counsel for the Department of Energy. In addition to his legal work in Tennessee, Cooper 

has served in various legal roles on House energy and natural resources committees and 

as a senior counsel in private practice.  

MONTHLY DRILLING PERMITS – The monthly reports for new drilling permits for the 

states of Tennessee and Kentucky can now be found as PDFs in the members’ only 

section of the TOGA website. This year’s password is 2019Gusher.  
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