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TN LEGISLATURE RACES TOWARD FINISH – The 109th General Assembly started 
with a two-week organizational recess, followed by a one-week special session on 
Medicare expansion and then the “Icepocalypse” hit. With these frequent delays, the 
session felt like it never really got going, but now it’s about to wrap up. Committees are 
closing down, bills are dying and passing at warp speed and everyone is scrambling to 
keep up! 
 
Of course, TOGA was not the target of any harmful legislation this year. However, we 
have been keeping an eye on the bills of interest that we told you about last month.  
 
Natural Gas Gallon Equivalent 
Sponsored by Sen. John Stevens (R – Huntingdon) and Rep. Curtis Halford (R – Dyer), 
SB1172/HB1167 is an attempt to let natural gas be sold in gallon units at the pump, the 
same as diesel or gasoline. The bill is headed to the House floor this week after moving 
through committees without a hiccup. On the Senate side, the bill will begin making its 
way through the process this week in the Commerce and Labor Committee.  
 
Caption Bill  
Also on the TOGA radar was SB956/HB953 which asks to change the annual reporting 
date on the Quality of Kerosene and Motor Fuel in Tennessee. Although the bill sounds 
innocuous, we quickly identified it as a caption bill. Caption bills are basically placeholder 
legislation that can later be amended. This is a concern because the true intent of the 
legislation is generally unknown until the amendment is presented in committee, which 
leaves little time to prepare a counterargument. 
 
Luckily, neither the Senate sponsor – Sara Kyle (D – Memphis) – nor the House sponsor 
– Rep. JoAnne Favors (D – Chattanooga) put the bill on notice for a hearing. And now that 
the appropriate committees are closed for the year, it’s one less thing to worry about! 
 
The Only Happy Man in Nashville 
Despite missing four weeks of work and the grumblings of legislators and lobbyists, Lt. 
Gov. Ron Ramsey is still determined to see the legislature close for business by April 15, 
or as close as possible. If the General Assembly is able to finish its business by tax day, it 
would be the earliest adjournment in recent history, but just by a smidge. They close the 
session last year on April 17.  
 
ANNUAL CONVENTION – Grab your boots and scoot on over to the Smokies for 
TOGA’s “Taste of Tennessee”!  

http://www.capitol.tn.gov/Bills/109/Bill/SB1172.pdf
http://www.capitol.tn.gov/Bills/109/Bill/SB0956.pdf


 
Building on last year’s success, TOGA will host the 44th Annual Convention at the Park 
Vista hotel in Gatlinburg. This year’s theme will incorporate the food, drink and fun of the 
Volunteer State!  
 
We will kick off the convention Wednesday, May 20 with our yearly golf tournament 
followed by a night of fun and festivities at Loco Burro, Gatlinburg’s premiere Mexican 
cantina. Technical sessions will be held on Thursday, May 21, and the evening will round 
off with the “Taste of Tennessee” dinner and auction.  
 
Early bird specials end May 1, 2015! Please don’t wait to get your registration in.  
 
KENTUCKY LEGISLATURE PASSES FRACKING BILL – On March 19, Gov. Steve 
Beshear signed into law to update Kentucky's oil and gas drilling regulations. Described 
by KOGA Executive Director Andrew McNeill as landmark legislation, the law to 
modernize regulations balances the need to promote industry investment while ensuring 
environmental protections.  
 
According to reports, the bill unanimously passed the House and Senate.  
 
MONTHLY DRILLING PERMITS – The monthly reports for new drilling permits for the 
states of Tennessee and Kentucky can now be found as PDFs in the members’ only 
section of the TOGA website. This year’s password is Drill2015. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.tennoil.com/convention-info/
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