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TN’S FIRST LOCAL BAN INTRO’ED IN NASHVILLE CITY COUNCIL – Davidson 
County just became ground zero for the first local zoning bans affecting the oil and gas 
industry. Pushed by a consortium of environmental groups, Councilman Lonnell Matthews 
introduced an ordinance June 16 to restrict natural gas compressor stations to industrially-
zoned lands.  

The zoning ban is aimed at stopping the expansion of Kinder Morgan’s Tennessee Gas 
Pipeline, which the company has proposed to build on 26-acres in the Nashville suburb of 
Joelton. The project is part of the Broad Run Expansion, which in addition to the new 
Tennessee station will include a new station in West Virginia and the modification of two 
existing stations in Kentucky. According to estimates, the entire project will generate $400 
million in state and local revenue and create 400 construction jobs at its peak.  

Despite the economic impacts, community opposition to the compressor station is strong. 
The Joelton-based Concerned Citizens for a Safe Environment has partnered with the 
local chapters of the Sierra Club and the Southern Environmental Law Center in rallying 
support for the ordinance. The groups cite noise disturbance, water pollution and noxious 
air emissions as their major concerns. Opponents are also concerned that the compressor 
station will compromise Joelton’s agriculture industry, which according to the Sierra Club’s 
website, is the “heart of…the Nashville eat local organic movement.” 

The Politics 

The ordinance has passed the first two readings in front of the Metro Council and is 
scheduled for a third reading and final vote Tuesday, August 4. Local political insiders told 
TOGA President Chuck Laine that the ordinance has plenty of support on the Council and 
is expected to pass its final hurdle and become law. However, it won’t go through without 
a fight.  

In advance of the final vote, TOGA sent a letter to the Council opposing the ordinance. 
Our comments focused on the critical role infrastructure plays in delivering our producers’ 
product to consumers and concern that a precedent such as this would have chilling 
effects across the state on infrastructure investment. TGP has also retained a Nashville-
based lobbyist to educate and inform councilmembers on the realities of the project and 
solicit their support.  

Implications 

As evidenced by the troubles Texas, Pennsylvania and Colorado have had with local 
bans, the Davidson County vote could mean more trouble for Tennessee’s oil and gas 

http://www.nashville.gov/mc/ordinances/term_2011_2015/bl2015_1210.htm
http://www.kindermorgan.com/pages/business/gas_pipelines/east/broadrun/
http://ccsenow.org/
http://www.sierraclub.org/tennessee/davidson-county-pipeline-compressor
https://www.southernenvironment.org/our-states/tennessee
http://static1.squarespace.com/static/52d0d342e4b0111b1add5323/t/55ba5ef3e4b08d0b7eb520f4/1438277363153/TOGA+Metro+Nashville+Ordinance+letter+7.27.15.pdf


industry down the road. If these environmental groups are handed a victory next month, it 
could certainly embolden them to pursue a new, piecemeal strategy of local control. Even 
though most local bans have eventually been overturned, the ensuing legal battles, delays 
and confusion are enough to affect an already struggling industry.   

Get Involved! 

If you would like to voice your opposition to this ordinance, there are several ways to get 
involved:  

1. Go to www.VoteNo1210.com and sign the letter to all of Metro Council. 

2. Forward this website to your colleagues and friends and tell them to sign, too!  

3. Call (615) 862-8750 and ask to speak to a Metro Council member 

4. Share the VoteNo1210.com site on Facebook 

TOGA is monitoring this situation closely and will continue to stay engaged. We will keep 
you updated on the ordinance’s progress.  

STATE OBTAINS FINAL UIC PRIMACY – Effective as of July 6, 2015, the State of 
Tennessee is now the primary regulator of its Underground Injection Control program. The 
EPA issued a “direct final rule” on the program in April based on the state’s ability to 
perform all of the legal and technical requirements for permitting and compliance.  

The state originally applied for UIC primacy in 2001 completing public hearing 
requirements and submitting an application to the EPA. However, the application 
languished in bureaucratic purgatory for more than a decade before it was revived by 
TOGA and acted upon.  
 
Although the state will now issue, evaluate and enforce the UIC permits, EPA will still 
maintain oversight responsibilities. As part of the primacy program, EPA will receive 
quarterly reports of non-compliance, annual performance reports and retains the right to 
review and comment on all permits.  
 
The UIC program will be overseen by TDEC’s Drinking Water Unit and headed up by 
Scotty Sorrells. If you have questions about the transition from federal to state control for 
an injection well or how to apply for a new permit, contact Scotty at 615-532-9224 or 
scotty.sorrells@tn.gov.  
 
3rd QUARTER MEMBERSHIP MEETING – Plan to join TOGA for our third quarter board 
of directors and membership meeting on Thursday, August 13 at Amelia’s in Oneida. 
The meeting will begin at 4:30 p.m. and a home cooked dinner will be served immediately 
following adjournment.  
 
TOGA is looking for meeting sponsors! If you or your organization is interested, please 
contact Chuck Laine at 865.705.3094 or claine@laine.com for more information.  
 

http://www.voteno1210.com/
http://www.regulations.gov/#!documentDetail;D=EPA-HQ-OW-2011-0520-0015
mailto:scotty.sorrells@tn.gov
mailto:claine@laine.com


MONTHLY DRILLING PERMITS – The monthly reports for new drilling permits for the 
states of Tennessee and Kentucky can now be found as PDFs in the members’ only 
section of the TOGA website. This year’s password is Drill2015. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


