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Four Weeks to Primary: Elections are Heating Up – With primary elections scheduled 
for August 7th, TOGA is closely watching several political races across the state.  

• Rep. John Ragan (R – Oak Ridge): A long-time friend of the energy industry, Rep. 
Ragan is facing a tough primary contest against Caitlin Nolan. Nolan, running as a 
Republican, is the 24-year-old daughter of former democratic state representative 
and current lobbyist Bill Nolan. Rep. Ragan serves as the Chairman of the Energy 
Task Force and is a staunch supporter of energy issues in Nashville.  

• Rep. Glen Casada (R – Franklin): House Caucus Chairman, Glen Casada, will 
square off with Williamson County School Board member Cherie Hammond in 
August. Rep. Casada is running a tight race but his opponent is well-known and 
well-funded. This is definitely a race to watch.  

• Rep. Charles Sargent (R – Franklin): The Tennessee Firearms Association is 
targeting the Chairman of the House Finance, Ways and Means Committee, Rep. 
Charles Sargent, as retribution for a slate of gun bills that died in the House in 
2014. Much like the campaign against Rep. Debra Maggart in 2010, the TFA is 
blaming Rep. Sargent for delaying or defeating their legislative priorities – guns in 
parks and open carry. Rep. Sargent is an 18-year veteran of the Tennessee 
Legislature and will face Brentwood businessman Steve Gawrys for the District 61 
seat.  

• Sen. Jim Summerville (R – Dickson): Sen. Jim Summerville’s three-way contest 
will be one of the most interesting and competitive primary races. First-term Sen. 
Summerville is facing off against current Rep. Joshua Evans and former Sen. Kerry 
Roberts. You might remember that Roberts won a special election in 2011 to 
replace Congressman Diane Black but was districted out of the seat the next year. 
Sen. Summerville currently serves as the second vice chair on the Senate Energy, 
Agriculture and Natural Resources Committee. 

 
Water Resources Director Leaving TDEC – The director of the Tennessee Department 
of Environment and Conservation’s Division of Water Resources, Dr. Sandra Dudley, will 
leave the Department in early July to pursue a teaching position. Dudley has been 
named as a high school mathematics teacher in her hometown of Dickson.  

“This is something I’ve always wanted to do,” Dudley said recently, adding that she is 
“delighted to have this opportunity to return to my home county.”  



Dudley was appointed by TDEC Commissioner Bob Martineau in May of 2012. During 
her tenure, she oversaw the consolidation of the Divisions of Water Pollution Control, 
Groundwater Protection and Water Supply into the Division of Water Resources.  

Prior to joining TDEC, Dudley spent six years as executive director of the Water Authority 
of Dickson County. 

Miller Energy Resources Announces Plans for the Strategic Sale of Tennessee 
Assets and Program to Reduce G&A, Company Intends to Focus on Alaska and 
Divest Tennessee Assets – Press Release 06/24/14 -- Miller Energy Resources, Inc. 
today announced plans to divest its Tennessee assets, and has engaged in strategic 
discussions to that end. In addition, the Company has commenced implementation of an 
internal restructuring and cost reduction program designed to reduce annual general and 
administrative expenses by $3 to $5 million.  
 
"The targeted reduction is aggressive, but, we think, appropriate and achievable, driven 
in large part by the elimination of our Tennessee operations and the favorable resolution 
of several outstanding lawsuits and the recent proxy contest," said Scott M. Boruff, 
Miller's CEO. "While we still believe Tennessee has significant growth potential, our 
capital is clearly better allocated to our Alaskan operations and the investment 
opportunities that exist there."  
 
"The combination of our new revolving credit facility, planned divestiture, cost-cutting 
measures and recently announced acquisition in the North Slope demonstrates our clear 
commitment to growing shareholder value by focusing on the tremendous assets and 
opportunities we have in Alaska," stated David Voyticky, President of Miller Energy. "We 
are committed to increasing EBITDA through increased production and reduced costs, 
and positioning Miller as a uniquely attractive pure play exploration and production 
company. To paraphrase the Alaskan state motto, at Miller we are looking north to the 
future."  
 
TOGA BOARD AND MEMBERSHIP MEETING – TOGA will host its quarterly board of 
directors and membership Thursday, August 21st beginning at 4:30 p.m. at Amelia’s, 
109 West First Street in Oneida. We will have food and drink courtesy of Packer’s 
Plus.  
 
SAVE THE DATE: TOGA CHRISTMAS PARTY – After the 2013 fire at the Dancing 
Bear Lodge and the cancellation of our party, TOGA has two Christmases to celebrate 
this year! So don’t miss the fun! Make plans to join TOGA, Saturday, Dec. 6th at the RT 
Lodge in Maryville, TN for dinner, dancing and more.  
 
Registration details and more information will follow in the months to come. You can keep 
up with it by visiting the TOGA website.  
 

http://www.millerenergyresources.com/
http://www.tennoil.com/toga-christmas-party/


MONTHLY DRILLING PERMITS – The monthly reports for new drilling permits for the 
states of Tennessee and Kentucky can now be found as PDFs in the members’ only 
section of TOGA’s website.  
 

http://www.tennoil.com/drilling-permits

