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TOGA DAY ON THE HILL & MEMORIAL RESOLUTION FOR VICKI GRIFFITH - The 
Tennessee Oil and Gas Association will host our first quarter membership and board of 
directors meeting in Nashville Monday, Feb. 9 and Tuesday, Feb. 10, 2015. Along with 
legislative visits, a tour of the capitol, a private dinner and a Board of Directors meeting, 
TOGA members will also be on hand to see the presentation of a memorial resolution for 
Chairman Vicki Griffith.  

TOGA has a limited block rooms reserved at the Homewood Suites, a Hilton hotel 
conveniently located to the capitol and Nashville’s famous Honkey Tonk row! The room 
rate is $179/night. Members are responsible for making their own reservations and just 
need to mention our group code “TGG” to receive the special rate. The rate ends Jan. 
21, 2015 so please do not delay in getting a room as most area hotels are already at 
capacity for that night.  

Please note that all plans are subject to change based on how the legislature is 
progressing. Below is a draft schedule of events (CENTRAL times listed). TOGA will 
send out more information as details are finalized.  

Everyone is welcome to bring a guest, their spouse, coworkers or whomever you choose! 
An accurate headcount will be essential to the success of this visit, so your help is very 
much appreciated. Please RSVP your attendance to Roxanne Reiley at 
rreiley@laine.com or 865.696.8806.  

Monday, February 9, 2015:  

• 3:30 p.m.: Private tour of the capitol  
• 5:00 p.m.: Presentation of Memorial Resolution for Vicki Griffith 
• 6:00 p.m.: Private dinner event with key legislators – Morton’s Steakhouse  
• After dinner: Explore Nashville! The city’s famous honkey tonks are just steps 

away. Members are on their own to find out why Nashville is the country’s hottest 
city! 

  
Tuesday, February 10, 2015:  

• 8:30 a.m.: Board of Directors meeting – Nashville City Club 
• 10:00 a.m.: Legislative meetings 

http://homewoodsuites3.hilton.com/en/hotels/tennessee/homewood-suites-by-hilton-nashville-downtown-BNADWHW/index.html
mailto:rreiley@laine.com
http://www.mortons.com/nashville/
http://www.nashvillecity.com/


WAR ON SHALE: EPA ANNOUNCES PLAN TO CUT METHANE EMISSIONS – On 
Wednesday, January 14 the Environmental Protection Agency announced a series of 
actions to cut methane emissions from the oil and gas sector by 40 – 45% from 2012 
levels by 2025. Citing methane’s potency as a greenhouse gas and projections that 
emissions will rise by 2025, EPA says a methane reduction strategy is an “important 
component” of fighting climate change.  

With a stated goal to issue a proposed rule in the summer of 2015, the agency’s 
announcement follows closely on the heels of other major proposed environmental rules, 
including the New Source Pollutant Standards, the Clean Power Plan and the Waters of 
the United States. Already under the gun to finalize these other rules, it leaves one to 
wonder how the agency can possibly complete another set of complex regulatory actions 
by the end of President Obama’s term.  

The EPA outlined a series of eight steps the administration will take to address methane 
emission reduction. The major action will be to set standards for methane and volatile 
organic compound (VOC) emissions from new and modified oil and gas production 
sources and natural gas processing and transmission sources. EPA will place a lot of 
emphasis on new sensing technologies to identify and quantify emissions, update venting 
and flaring standards on public lands, addressing pipeline safety and transmission and 
other energy efficiency measures.  

JOIN SPILL TRAILER NOW – Oil spills are very costly. If you don’t have access to clean 
up supplies quickly, it can be even more costly. You face not only clean-up costs but fines 
from TDEC and the EPA as well.  

The best, least expensive way to be prepared for an oil spill is to join the Tennessee Oil & 
Gas Association Spill Trailer Program. The cost is a $300 one-time fee. This gives you 
access to supplies and one of our trailers. You are charged for what you use at our costs. 
If you are not a member, we bring the trailer to you, charge retail for crew and supplies.  

To join, send a check made out to “TOGA spill trailer fund” to 750 Old Hickory Blvd., Suite 
150-2, Brentwood, TN 37027. You will then receive instructions, emergency numbers and 
lock codes so you can access the trailers and supplies.  

East Fork Oil Corporation and Double D Producers just joined the existing spill trailer 
members which include: Alamco, B & L Land Company, BJ of Tennessee, Bill Ray, 
Cambridge Resources, Inc., ETC. Estate of Bruno Gernt, Inc., Jarvis Drilling, Layton Hood 
Drilling, W.D. Goodwin, Inc., Liming Operating, Miller Energy, Ohio Kentucky Oil Corp., 
Plateau Properties, St, Joseph Petroleum, F.H. Shoemaker Dist., Inc. and Wiser Oil. 

 
 
 



 
TN LEGISLATURE RECONVENES: Lawmakers reconvened in Nashville last week to 
begin the first term of the 109th General Assembly. The 2015 session should be an 
interesting one as legislators look to deal with Medicaid expansion during a special 
session, respond to the passage of Amendment 1 dealing with abortion rights and pass a 
budget with restrained revenues.  
 
Right now, the uncertain fate of Gov. Haslam’s “Insure Tennessee” plan is dominating talk 
in the halls of legislative plaza. The divide seems to be between suburban and rural 
Republicans. Rural legislators are attracted to the federal funding that could buoy 
struggling hospitals in their districts, while the suburbanites are repelled by the link to 
Obamacare and the federal government.  
 
The special session will convene Monday, Feb. 2. The bill will then have to work its way 
through Senate and House committees. Pundits and insiders have predicted that it will 
take at least a week, but probably two, for “Insure Tennessee” to make it to a full 
legislative vote, if it makes it at all. Regardless of time or passage, everyone is gearing up 
for the controversy.  
 
Committee Shakeups 
New committee assignments have been made by the Speakers of both houses. These 
assignments are valid for the duration of the 109th General Assembly, meaning for the 
next two years. TOGA is currently in the process of visiting new members to educate them 
on the state’s oil and gas industry and reengaging with those lawmakers who’ve served 
on these committees in previous years.  
 
Senate Committee 
The nine-member Senate Energy, Agriculture and Natural Resources committee 
maintains four of the same members as in the 108th General Assembly, including 
Chairman Steve Southerland (R – Morristown), Sen. Mike Bell (R – Riceville), Sen. Frank 
Niceley (R – Strawberry Plains) and Sen. Delores Gresham (R – Somerville). The new 
members are Sen. Mark Green (R – Clarksville), Sen. Ken Yager (R – Harriman), Sen. 
Paul Bailey (R – Sparta), Sen. Kerry Roberts (R – Sparta) and Sen. Lee Harris (D – 
Memphis).  
 
House Committee 
The House Agriculture and Natural Resources full committee has fifteen members with 
more than half (nine) returning to the committee from last session. Rep. Curtis Halford (R 
– Dyer) will continue in his role as Chairman. Other returning members are Reps. Ron 
Lollar (R – Bartlett), Andy Holt (R – Dresden), David Hawk (R – Greenville), Pat Marsh (R 
– Shelbyville), Steve McDaniel (R – Parkers Crossroads), Dennis Powers (R – LaFollette), 
Art Swann (R – Maryville) and John Mark Windle (D – Livingston).  
 
Members new to the committee are Reps. Bud Husley (R – Kingsport), Jay Reedy (R – 
Erin), G.A. Hardaway (Memphis), Johnny Shaw (Bolivar), Debra Moody (R – Covington) 
and David Byrd (R – Waynesboro).  
 



One major change is to House subcommittee where there are now only six members, 
instead of eight. Of the six subcommittee members, one is a freshman legislator (Rep. 
Reedy) and two are brand new to the Ag and Natural Resources committee (Reps. 
Hardaway and Shaw). Rep. Lollar will chair the committee, as he has for the past four 
years.  
 
 
SAVE THE DATE: TOGA 44th ANNUAL CONVENTION – Come get a “Taste of 
Tennessee” at this year’s TOGA Convention! Join us May 20 – 22, 2015 at the Park Vista 
Hotel in Gatlinburg for the 44th Annual meeting. More information and registration to come 
soon! 
 
MONTHLY DRILLING PERMITS – The monthly reports for new drilling permits for the 
states of Tennessee and Kentucky can now be found as PDFs in the members’ only 
section of TOGA’s website. The password for 2015 is Drill2015.   

http://www.tennoil.com/drilling-permits
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