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TOGA 46TH ANNUAL CONVENTION REGISTRATION OPENS – TOGA is looking 

forward to hosting the association’s 46th annual meeting May 15 – 16, 2017 at the Park 

Vista Hotel in Gatlinburg! After the devastating wildfires that ravaged the region in 

November 2016 and the forced cancellation of the TOGA Christmas Party, we are excited 

to return to the Smoky Mountains and show our support for our friends and neighbors in 

Sevier County!  

We are planning a full day of technical sessions on May 16, along with the presentation of 

the 3rd annual Muddy Boot Award and a Board of Directors meeting. In addition, TOGA 

will also gather for dinner and drinks at Loco Burro, located in the heart of downtown 

Gatlinburg, on the evening of May 15.  

Make your arrangements now to join us in May by visiting the TOGA website!  

GENERAL ASSEMBLY UPDATE – As the Tennessee General Assembly reaches the 

halfway mark, legislative debates are beginning to heat up. Luckily, lawmakers have 

largely avoided extraction issues and focused their attention on increasing the gasoline 

tax, spending the $2 billion budget surplus and other various social issues. However, 

there are a few oil and gas related bills up for discussion this year.  

Reallocating the severance tax – For the second year in a row, there is a proposal to 

return the oil and gas severance tax entirely back to the counties. Under current law, the 

county in which the well is located receives one-third of the revenue and the remaining 

two-thirds goes to the state’s general fund. HB1187/SB1351 would reallocate 100 percent 

of the revenues back to the counties, which would allow them to reap the benefits of 

production and put the oil and gas severance tax in line with other existing severance tax 

allocations.  

SOCM has made it clear to TOGA that they would also like to see the severance tax 

raised by 1-2%. They indicated that they would use the reallocation bill to try and attach 

language to do just that. However, the bill sponsors, Rep. John Ragan (R – Oak Ridge) 

and Sen. Paul Bailey (R – Sparta), are not in favor of a tax increase and the measure 

seems unlikely to progress in the Republican-controlled legislature with such a provision.  

http://www.tennoil.com/convention-info/
http://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/Default.aspx?BillNumber=HB1187


Conceptually, the idea of reallocation has a lot of support with lawmakers, however, with 

the diversion of monies from the general fund comes a large fiscal note. Due to financial 

impacts, the bill will be moved “behind the budget,” which means that lawmakers will have 

to set aside approximately $500,000 after the state’s operating budget is set to fund the 

loss to the state’s general fund. This was the same problem that the TOGA ran into last 

year and could present a major challenge again in 2017.  

Citing Concerns Continue – Rep. Bo Mitchell (D – Nashville) and Sen. Steve Dickerson (R 

– Nashville) are keeping the Joelton gas compressor citing issue alive with their bill, 

HB1359/SB917, which would prohibit a compressor station within one mile of a public 

park or school. Next week will be the last opportunity for the legislation to be scheduled for 

a hearing as the Senate Energy, Agriculture & Natural Resources Committee eyes a 

March 20th adjournment date.  

ANNUAL WELL REPORTS – Please don’t forget that TDEC has developed a new 

version of the annual well reports, and they are asking for TOGA’s help to get the 

information submitted as soon as possible!  

The new form can be found on the TOGA website under the “Industry Resources” page. If 

you have any additional questions, please contact Mike Burton at 615-687-7120 or Elaine 

Foust at 615-687-7109.  

MONTHLY DRILLING PERMITS – The monthly reports for new drilling permits for the 

states of Tennessee and Kentucky can now be found as PDFs in the members’ only 
section of the TOGA website. This year’s password is Produce2017. 

http://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/Default.aspx?BillNumber=HB1359

