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TOGA DAY ON THE HILL & 
MEMORIAL RESOLUTION FOR VICKI 
GRIFFITH – Close to two dozen TOGA 
members, family and friends travelled to 
the Capitol last week to honor the 
memory of Vicki Griffith. Reps. John 
Mark Windle (D – Livingston) and Kelly 
Keisling (R – Byrdstown) presented the 
extended Griffith family with a 
proclamation celebrating Vicki’s life and 
her work on behalf of the oil and gas 
industry, TOGA and the wider oilfield 
community.  

“Vicki is missed and will be missed,” said Rep. Windle. “She was a 
huge part of the resurgence of the oil and gas association, and we 
are delighted to honor her here today.” 

Prior to the proclamation presentation, visiting TOGA members and 
guests also toured the capitol building. There they learned about the 
legislative process, state history and famous Tennesseans, including 

the first state geologist, Gerard Troost.  

TOGA members also used the trip as a chance to 
connect with, educate and inform key legislators 
about Tennessee’s oil and gas industry. Both over 
dinner and at Legislative Plaza, the one-on-one 
meetings with Representatives and Senators provided 
an important opportunity for members to answer 
questions and offer perspective on some of the most 
common issues TOGA faces.  

Thank you to everyone that attended the Day on the Hill activities! We hope to see you all 
back in Nashville soon.   

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gerard_Troost


LEGISLATION: NO FRACKING BILLS! – Tennessee legislators filed more than 2,700 
bills this session but not a single one aimed at oil and gas drilling! With the bill filing 
deadline of February 13th now passed, the lack of legislation directed at the oil and gas 
industry ends a three-year trend of attacking fracking, horizontal drilling and energy 
extraction in general. 

There are, of course, a couple of bills that TOGA will be monitoring closely. One is a 
caption bill sponsored by Sen. Sara Kyle (D – Memphis) and Rep. JoAnne Favors (D – 
Chattanooga). Caption bills are basically placeholder legislation that can later be 
amended. This is a concern because the true intent of the legislation is generally unknown 
until the amendment is presented in committee, which leaves little time to prepare a 
counterargument. The SB956/HB953 caption is only relative to “Commercial Instruments 
and Transactions,” so there is no threat to extraction, but TOGA never takes for granted 
that an unassuming bill won’t morph into a major issue.  
 
The other bill to watch (SB1172/HB1167) is also relative to Title 47, “Commercial 
Instruments and Transactions.” This one, sponsored by Sen. John Stevens (R – 
Huntingdon) and Rep. Curtis Halford (R – Dyer), aims to measure natural gas that is sold 
as motor fuel the same as gasoline, i.e. gallons.  
 
KENTUCKY TO CONSIDER DRILLING LEGISLATION – Although Tennessee won’t take 
up any hydraulic fracturing legislation this year, our neighbors to the north are in serious 
negotiations with environmental organizations and state regulators to establish fracking 
regulations. According to a news article, the regulations are a proactive step to the 
predicted deeper drilling in eastern parts of the state.  
 
As introduced, the bill would require water testing before and after hydraulic fracturing, 
chemical disclosure and detailed reclamation plans. It is being carried by the Kentucky 
House Majority Floor Leader, Rep. Rocky Adkins (D – Sandy Hook).  
 
ANNUAL CONVENTION REGISTRATION OPEN! – Grab your boots and scoot on over 
to the Smokies for TOGA’s “Taste of Tennessee”!  
 
Building on last year’s success, TOGA will host the 44th Annual Convention at the Park 
Vista hotel in Gatlinburg. This year’s theme will incorporate the food, drink and fun of the 
Volunteer State! We will kick off the convention Wednesday, May 20 with our yearly golf 
tournament followed by a night of fun and festivities at Loco Burro, Gatlinburg’s premiere 
Mexican cantina. Technical sessions will be held on Thursday, May 21, and the evening 
will round off with the “Taste of Tennessee” dinner and auction.  
 
We’re looking forward to a fabulous convention full of fun, food and friendship! Don’t wait 
to make your plans – register today!  
 

http://www.capitol.tn.gov/Bills/109/Bill/SB0956.pdf
http://www.capitol.tn.gov/Bills/109/Bill/SB1172.pdf
http://consumerenergyalliance.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=04fe05dd3f9f21ee6b0ed1ddc&id=72ea367895&e=7e485d5dd2
http://www.scribd.com/doc/255367084/HB-386
http://www.tennoil.com/convention-info/


MONTHLY DRILLING PERMITS – The monthly reports for new drilling permits for the 
states of Tennessee and Kentucky can now be found as PDFs in the members’ only 
section of the TOGA website. This year’s password is Drill2015. 
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