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TN LEGISLATURE ADJOURNS – Due to the early and proactive involvement of our 
membership, TOGA ended the first session of the 109th General Assembly unscathed!  

Thanks to all of the members who accompanied us to Nashville to educate and inform 
new and seasoned legislators alike on the importance, viability and truth of Tennessee’s 
oil and gas industry. These efforts were invaluable in deflecting the opposition!  

This year we also recognized the life and accomplishments of Vicki Griffith in the state’s 
capitol with many of her friends and family. Vicki’s work on behalf of the industry and the 
community was so eloquently captured in the proclamation sponsored by Reps. John 
Mark Windle and Kelly Keisling and Sen. Ken Yager. TOGA was honored to be a part.  

Short & Sour? - For the fourth consecutive year, the Tennessee General Assembly closed 
for business in April, but legislators also hit another milestone in their efficiency quest – it 
was the fastest session on record since 1970. Adjourning so early was no mean feat. 
Lawmakers took two weeks off for an organizational recess, one week for a special 
session on health insurance expansion and one week for the winter weather.  

Although the session was brief, there was no shortage of controversy. “Insure 
Tennessee,” the governor’s proposal to expand Medicare under the Affordable Care Act, 
generated the most debate. The idea’s quick demise during both the special and regular 
sessions did not keep protesters from staging multiple demonstrations throughout the 
year. Despite grassroots support, Insure Tennessee generated little excitement among 
elected officials weary of being linked to Obamacare.  

On the other hand, a bill to designate the Bible as the official state book got overwhelming 
support from members of the House. Senators, however, took a more cautious attitude 
and scuttled the bill for the year.  

Legislators did manage to pass a $33.3 billion budget that cuts taxes, puts $73.5 million in 
the state’s Rainy Day Fund, focuses on education and continues Tennessee’s reputation 
as a business-friendly state.  

Looking forward - As legislators plan for 2016 – and another election year – there is every 
expectation that the fast-pace of session will continue. In fact, there is already talk of 
moving up the bill filing deadline from mid-February to late-January. Although a shortened 



deadline would get bills in the pipeline faster, there is also concern that more “caption” 
bills would be filed. More of these “placeholder” bills could mean that controversial 
proposals slide under the radar (and possibly through the cracks) as lawmakers, again, 
rush to the finish line.  

CONVENTION COVERAGE – With only four weeks until the 44th Annual Convention, we 
hope that you’ve already registered to join us for the association’s premiere annual event! 
TOGA has a great line up of technical speakers, a host of fun networking events and is 
looking forward to seeing old and new friends alike! 
 

EARLY BIRD REGISTRATION ENDS FRIDAY, MAY 1! 
REGISTER TODAY TO SAVE 36% ON FEES! 

 
Proposal to Amend TOGA Bylaws – At the February 2015 Board of Directors meeting, 
the board made a motion to reduce the required number of directors and to restructure 
how past chairmen of the board continue in their service. In accordance with the 
association’s bylaws, the following amendments are being circulated prior to the May 22, 
2015 membership meeting.  Each provision’s proposed changes are bolded for your 
convenience.  
 
Amendments to Article IV (Board of Directors), Section 2 and 3 of the TOGA bylaws:  
Current bylaws: “Number.  The number of directors shall be fixed from time to time by a 
majority of the members, or by a majority of the entire board of directors, but shall never 
be less than the number required by law.  Currently the association shall have fifteen (15) 
directors. 

Past Chairmen. All past chairmen of the association shall be members of the board.” 

The proposed amendment: Number. The number of directors shall be fixed from time to 
time by a majority of the members, or by a majority of the entire board of directors, but 
shall never be less than the number required by law.  Currently the association shall have 
at least ten (10) directors.  

Past Chairmen. All past chairmen of the association shall be emeritus members of the 
board.” 

Rationale: Due to the changing nature of Tennessee’s oil and gas industry, TOGA wishes 
to maintain an active and efficient board of directors by requiring fewer board members.  

By re-designating past chairmen as emeritus board members, these dedicated members 
can still enjoy board member status without being mandated to perform the time-
consuming duties of active board members.  

http://www.tennoil.com/agenda/


According to Article VII of TOGA’s bylaws, a majority vote of the quorum present at any 
duly constituted members meeting can amend, add or repeal bylaws.  

2015 OIL MARKET REBALANCING – by Kurlan Barbosa | Enrema LLC 

Sweet crude has never tasted so sour. With global layoffs exceeding 100,000 jobs and 
rising, and oil trading at $50/bbl, many people in the oil industry are wondering, when will 
we see an end to another oil depression? 
 
It all started in 2008, with the development of advanced techniques of hydraulic fracturing 
and the perfection of horizontal drilling. This allowed the United States, the world’s biggest 
importer of oil at the time, to tap into plays that were previously uneconomical, mainly 
shales. This forward step increased U.S. oil production by over 70% and has reduced oil 
import from OPEC (Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries) by 50%. 
 
Read more on Oil + Gas Monitor… 
 
MONTHLY DRILLING PERMITS – The monthly reports for new drilling permits for the 
states of Tennessee and Kentucky can now be found as PDFs in the members’ only 
section of the TOGA website. This year’s password is Drill2015. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.oilgasmonitor.com/2015-oil-market-rebalancing/9274/#more-9274
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