Proposed Letter

Dear ____________-


There really is oil and gas in Tennessee. I know because I have worked in the oil and gas business in Tennessee for the past ___ years as a __________. 

Thanks to some new technology, we are now drilling horizontal wells in the Chattanooga Shale and as a result Tennessee natural  gas production has doubled each year for the past four years. 


Most folks don’t think of Tennessee as an oil & gas producing state, but we are now drilling in about 10 of Tennessee’s 95 counties.  We are leasing land for future drilling in a dozen more, and a recent Newsweek survey of several prominent geologists confirmed that fully one-third of all Tennessee counties have oil and gas potential. We still rank about 20th in oil and gas production, but we are growing.  

But there will be no drilling in Tennessee, or anywhere else in the U.S., if President Obama’s proposed U.S. Budget for Fiscal 2010 passes as it  is proposed.  It eliminates tax provision vital for funding drilling, and heaps even more tax burdens on our oil and gas industry.

This appears to me to run counter to the goals of our business, which is to produce more America crude oil and natural gas to balance energy security with a cleaner environment.


If this budget passes as written, it will eliminate my job as well as every other job in the oil business, and have a devastating impact on the economy of Tennessee. In addition, our state’s oil and gas potential will never be realized.  Even worse, our nation will become more and more dependent on foreign oil.


I urge you, don’t let President Obama destroy the American oil and gas industry and say he is “laying it to big oil.”  There is not one major oil company operating in Tennessee.  There never has been and likely there never will.  There are only good, decent oil and gas companies trying to make an honest living in a business they love.

If time ever allows, I do hope you will consider visiting the oil and gas fields of Tennessee very soon to see for yourself.  In the meantime, please don’t let President Obama make our industry victim of his effort to force feed Americans alternative energy before its time has come.







Sincerely,







Tennessee

